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(6) Discharge without an application. 
The Secretary may discharge a loan 
under this section without an applica-
tion from the borrower if the Secretary 
determines, based on information in 
the Secretary’s possession, that the 
borrower qualifies for a discharge. 

(d) Discharge procedures. (1) If the 
Secretary determines that a borrower’s 
Direct Loan may be eligible for a dis-
charge under this section, the Sec-
retary mails the borrower a disclosure 
application and an explanation of the 
qualifications and procedures for ob-
taining a discharge. The Secretary also 
promptly suspends any efforts to col-
lect from the borrower on any affected 
loan. The Secretary may continue to 
receive borrower payments. 

(2) If the borrower fails to submit the 
written request and sworn statement 
described in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion within 60 days of the Secretary’s 
mailing the disclosure application, the 
Secretary resumes collection and 
grants forbearance of principal and in-
terest for the period in which collec-
tion activity was suspended. The Sec-
retary may capitalize any interest ac-
crued and not paid during that period. 

(3) If the borrower submits the writ-
ten request and sworn statement de-
scribed in paragraph (c) of the section, 
the Secretary determines whether to 
grant a request for discharge under 
this section by reviewing the request 
and sworn statement in light of infor-
mation available from the Secretary’s 
records and from other sources, includ-
ing guaranty agencies, State authori-
ties, and cognizant accrediting associa-
tions. 

(4) If the Secretary determines that 
the borrower meets the applicable re-
quirements for a discharge under para-
graph (c) of this section, the Secretary 
notifies the borrower in writing of that 
determination. 

(5) If the Secretary determines that 
the borrower does not qualify for a dis-
charge, the Secretary notifies the bor-

rower in writing of that determination 
and the reasons for the determination. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1845–0021) 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1087a et seq.) 

[59 FR 61690, Dec. 1, 1994, as amended at 59 
FR 66134, Dec. 22, 1994; 61 FR 29900, June 12, 
1996; 64 FR 58972, Nov. 1, 1999; 65 FR 65622, 
Nov. 1, 2000. Redesignated and amended at 65 
FR 65629, Nov. 1, 2000; 66 FR 34765, June 29, 
2001]

§ 685.216 Unpaid refund discharge. 

(a)(1) Unpaid refunds in closed school 
situations. In the case of a school that 
has closed, the Secretary discharges a 
former or current borrower’s (and any 
endorser’s) obligation to repay that 
portion of a Direct Loan equal to the 
refund that should have been made by 
the school under applicable law and 
regulations, including this section. 
Any accrued interest and other charges 
associated with the unpaid refund are 
also discharged. 

(2) Unpaid refunds in open school situa-
tions. (i) In the case of a school that is 
open, the Secretary discharges a 
former or current borrower’s (and any 
endorser’s) obligation to repay that 
portion of a Direct Loan equal to the 
refund that should have been made by 
the school under applicable law and 
regulations, including this section, if— 

(A) The borrower (or the student on 
whose behalf a parent borrowed) is not 
attending the school that owes the re-
fund; 

(B) The borrower has been unable to 
resolve the unpaid refund with the 
school; and 

(C) The Secretary is unable to resolve 
the unpaid refund with the school with-
in 120 days from the date the borrower 
submits a complete application in ac-
cordance with paragraph (c)(1) of this 
section regarding the unpaid refund. 
Any accrued interest and other charges 
associated with the unpaid refund are 
also discharged. 

(ii) For the purpose of paragraph 
(a)(2)(i)(C) of this section, within 60 
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days of the date notified by the Sec-
retary, the school must submit to the 
Secretary documentation dem-
onstrating that the refund was made 
by the school or that the refund was 
not required to be made by the school. 

(b) Relief to borrower following dis-
charge. (1) If the borrower receives a 
discharge of a portion of a loan under 
this section, the borrower is reim-
bursed for any amounts paid in excess 
of the remaining balance of the loan 
(including accrued interest and other 
charges) owed by the borrower at the 
time of discharge. 

(2) The Secretary reports the dis-
charge of a portion of a loan under this 
section to all credit reporting agencies 
to which the Secretary previously re-
ported the status of the loan. 

(c) Borrower qualification for discharge. 
(1) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c)(2) of this section, to receive a dis-
charge of a portion of a loan under this 
section, a borrower must submit a 
written application to the Secretary. 
The application requests the informa-
tion required to calculate the amount 
of the discharge and requires the bor-
rower to sign a statement swearing to 
the accuracy of the information in the 
application. The statement need not be 
notarized but must be made by the bor-
rower under penalty of perjury. In the 
statement, the borrower must— 

(i) State that the borrower (or the 
student on whose behalf a parent bor-
rowed)— 

(A) Received the proceeds of a loan, 
in whole or in part, on or after January 
1, 1986 to attend a school; 

(B) Did not attend, withdrew, or was 
terminated from the school within a 
timeframe that entitled the borrower 
to a refund; and 

(C) Did not receive the benefit of a 
refund to which the borrower was enti-
tled either from the school or from a 
third party, such as the holder of a per-
formance bond or a tuition recovery 
program; 

(ii) State whether the borrower (or 
student) has any other application for 
discharge pending for this loan; and 

(iii) State that the borrower (or stu-
dent)— 

(A) Agrees to provide to the Sec-
retary upon request other documenta-
tion reasonably available to the bor-

rower that demonstrates that the bor-
rower meets the qualifications for dis-
charge under this section; and 

(B) Agrees to cooperate with the Sec-
retary in enforcement actions as de-
scribed in § 685.214(d) and to transfer 
any right to recovery against a third 
party to the Secretary as described in 
§ 685.214(e). 

(2) The Secretary may discharge a 
portion of a loan under this section 
without an application if the Secretary 
determines, based on information in 
the Secretary’s possession, that the 
borrower qualifies for a discharge. 

(d) Determination of amount eligible for 
discharge. (1) The Secretary determines 
the amount eligible for discharge based 
on information showing the refund 
amount or by applying the appropriate 
refund formula to information that the 
borrower provides or that is otherwise 
available to the Secretary. For pur-
poses of this section, all unpaid refunds 
are considered to be attributed to loan 
proceeds. 

(2) If the information in paragraph 
(d)(1) of this section is not available, 
the Secretary uses the following for-
mulas to determine the amount eligi-
ble for discharge: 

(i) In the case of a student who fails 
to attend or whose withdrawal or ter-
mination date is before October 7, 2000 
and who completes less than 60 percent 
of the loan period, the Secretary dis-
charges the lesser of the institutional 
charges unearned or the loan amount. 
The Secretary determines the amount 
of the institutional charges unearned 
by— 

(A) Calculating the ratio of the 
amount of time remaining in the loan 
period after the student’s last day of 
attendance to the actual length of the 
loan period; and 

(B) Multiplying the resulting factor 
by the institutional charges assessed 
the student for the loan period. 

(ii) In the case of a student who fails 
to attend or whose withdrawal or ter-
mination date is on or after October 7, 
2000 and who completes less than 60 
percent of the loan period, the Sec-
retary discharges the loan amount un-
earned. The Secretary determines the 
loan amount unearned by— 

(A) Calculating the ratio of the 
amount of time remaining in the loan 
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period after the student’s last day of 
attendance to the actual length of the 
loan period; and 

(B) Multiplying the resulting factor 
by the total amount of title IV grants 
and loans received by the student, or, if 
unknown, the loan amount. 

(iii) In the case of a student who 
completes 60 percent or more of the 
loan period, the Secretary does not dis-
charge any amount because a student 
who completes 60 percent or more of 
the loan period is not entitled to a re-
fund. 

(e) Discharge procedures. (1) Except as 
provided in paragraph (c)(2) of this sec-
tion, if the Secretary learns that a 
school did not make a refund of loan 
proceeds owed under applicable law and 
regulations, the Secretary sends the 
borrower a discharge application and 
an explanation of the qualifications 
and procedures for obtaining a dis-
charge. The Secretary also promptly 
suspends any efforts to collect from the 
borrower on any affected loan. The 
Secretary may continue to receive bor-
rower payments. 

(2) If a borrower who is sent a dis-
charge application fails to submit the 
application within 60 days of the Sec-
retary’s sending the discharge applica-
tion, the Secretary resumes collection 
and grants forbearance of principal and 
interest for the period in which collec-
tion activity was suspended. The Sec-
retary may capitalize any interest ac-
crued and not paid during that period. 

(3) If a borrower qualifies for a dis-
charge, the Secretary notifies the bor-
rower in writing. The Secretary re-
sumes collection and grants forbear-
ance of principal and interest on the 
portion of the loan not discharged for 
the period in which collection activity 
was suspended. The Secretary may cap-
italize any interest accrued and not 
paid during that period. 

(4) If a borrower does not qualify for 
a discharge, the Secretary notifies the 
borrower in writing of the reasons for 
the determination. The Secretary re-
sumes collection and grants forbear-
ance of principal and interest for the 
period in which collection activity was 
suspended. The Secretary may cap-

italize any interest accrued and not 
paid during that period. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1845–0021) 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1087a et seq.) 

[64 FR 58969, Nov. 1, 1999. Redesignated and 
amended at 65 FR 65629, Nov. 1, 2000; 66 FR 
34765, June 29, 2001]

§ 685.217 Teacher loan forgiveness pro-
gram. 

(a) General. The teacher loan forgive-
ness program is intended to encourage 
individuals to enter and continue in 
the teaching profession. For new bor-
rowers, the Secretary will repay up to 
a combined total of $5,000 of subsidized 
and unsubsidized Federal Stafford 
Loans, Direct Subsidized Loans, Direct 
Unsubsidized Loans, and, in certain 
cases, Federal Consolidation Loans or 
Direct Consolidation Loans. The for-
giveness program is only available to a 
borrower who has no outstanding loan 
balance under the FFEL Program or 
the Direct Loan Program on October 1, 
1998 or who has no outstanding loan 
balance on the date he or she obtains a 
loan after October l, 1998. In addition, 
the borrower must have been employed 
as a full-time teacher for five consecu-
tive complete academic years, at least 
one of which was after the 1997–1998 
academic year, in certain eligible ele-
mentary or secondary schools that 
serve low-income families. The loan for 
which the borrower is seeking forgive-
ness must have been made prior to the 
end of the fifth year of qualifying 
teaching service. 

(b) Definitions. The following defini-
tions apply to this section: 

Academic year means one complete 
school year at the same school, or two 
complete and consecutive half years at 
different schools, or two complete and 
consecutive half years from different 
school years at either the same school 
or different schools. Half years exclude 
summer sessions and generally fall 
within a twelve-month period. For 
schools that have a year-round pro-
gram of instruction, a minimum of 
nine months is considered an academic 
year. 

Elementary school means a public or 
nonprofit private school that provides 
elementary education as determined by 
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